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And all Juda rejoiced at the Oath: For they had ſworne 
with all their heart, and ſought Him with thetv whole 
deſire, and Hee was found of Theme. 
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Printed in ABERD ENE, Jo 


To the (briftian Reader. 
t you may know our Proceedings, how we are 
Jrought upon the Stage, and contraric to our expe- 
z are put in Print. Coming to Aberdene, on Fry- 
day , the -noone , we receayed the Demands of our 
Srethren , that night late ; and, for the greater 
expedition , without delay , we returned our fummaric 
Hnſweres on Saturday at night: Og the LORDS Day fol- 
lowing, we deſired to exprefle our {elves tothe People 
in preſence of the Miniſterie , but the Pulpits and Kirkes 
were altogether refuſed, and therefore in the moſt con- 
venient place we could have, ſ# dio, and at ſuch houres 
as were vacant from the ordinarie exerciſes of publick 
Worſhip, we delivered our Mcflage in the audience of 
many, Afﬀtcr our laſt Sermon, towards Evening, wee 
found , that our labour was not in vaine in the LORD : 
for diverſe perſons, of ſpeciall note, both for place and 
wiſcdome , with willing heart , and great readineile of 
minde , did- publicklic pur their hands to the Cove- 
nant. Having the weeke following ſcene ſome ports of 
the Countrey , ( where beſides the Preſbyteries Alforde 
and Deare, who had ſubſcribed bc force , the Moderator, 
and diverſe of the Preſbyteric of Aberdene, the Preſby- 
rerie and people of Twreff , after they were farisfied 
in ſome icruples, did alſo ſubſcribe ) wee returned the 
next Saturday to Aberdene , where finding that ſome 
others had ſubſcribed that w.cke ,. wee relolved to 
Preach upon' the mome, That night wee receaved a 
Replye , unto which before our returne. home, we have 
* made an AnſWwere, All theſe we defire may be” unpar- 
tially conſidered : and if it ſhall pleaſe the LORD, thar 
ight ſhould come from our labour unto thy minde, 
let it be aſcribed not unto us, ( who neither had time 
nor helpe for ſuch a taske,) burtto the brightneſle of the 
Trueth, and Cauſe ir ſelf, and to the Father of Lights: 
to whom bee all Gloric. - 
0 


VF 7 Har dd proceed fort our perr in vir ou 
NEV nel Dre dimer, Cocerig DE 
Deelararion given to his Majcſtics Commiſſocer,' diU- fo 
from minds tilled with a zeal to the peacCoFrhis Kirk 
Kingdome, and from our eameſt delice of a perfe& har- 
monie between —_ and his Subjects aga.nſt alt Atif- 
takings.” Thiszeale of ours wee confefle” made us ſtudig 
more. how'todecline and keepe our' ſelves from touch 
Ing ſuch of the D. D. demands, as were thornie than how 
to walke ſafely thx ugh chem. © And likewiſe to make ma« 
nife tro his Majcſties good Subjefts iv all places whether 
the D. D. damavns ah vur antwere$*thoutd hzppen to 
ccme, That matters inclined ro' pacification; ang were in 
a, faige way of ſetling : for which. peaceable imerrions we 
could conceive nothing ro be more behove full, :Han by 
word and write to make known ro alt men'the forfaid de» 
claraion , wh ch his 'M:j tes loyalB” Subjects prefented 
to his Majeſtiecs Conmifierar, foi clearing the)r Covenant 
of all unlawfull Conmburnatibn againſt Awtboritze. 'And by 
fo doing, to ſtop' the” mouths: of our” Adunſarier, and'to 
ft:y all cheir obloquies, 'In uling 6f, chis ache it Was far 
Fom our +houghts'to Wound ny iHidi1, ' or t6*Wrire Th} 
word, which might give the ſmalleſt offence! ro the-mu a- 
neſt of his May {t.es Subjefts, Hoping rather theſe cur 
procedings ſhould have beene more acceptable ro Aw 
t/ oritie; maze approven of the wiſe and met of underſtari- 
ding, and more agreeable untothe minds of lucas are fox 
peace, than r«ſhly and unadviſcdly ro have gone oh in's 
D»ſpute of State queſtions :* w hich hately at any tivie hath- 
becne profuable $ peace. and, wh chat FT wie leet 
fo us (to fay no fu thet) moſt wile ofonable'& impertivene; 
Yer knowing that it w; xe.yot only baſe and ſhameful, bor 
in our perfonsy ahd in our proccer.ings in this cauſe, 4 very 
orcat incongraaf , and in, it ſclte ſinful, 16 (poke - 
Fea for GOD»Aahd ta talke Jeceitfullie for tim for hat 
Were 2% tne miatimorketh ant ther (6 rd thotke h'td! 
13. 7. 9, and to mak« inquitic a meane to promove pi 
« eities 


bricfecclatuonof the reaſons & grounds, whereupon, we 
have in qur anſweres confidently afhirmed, that b:s Maje- 


Qlies Compmiſſorey did accept , and was well pleaſed with | 


the late Declaration. 

I. His Gs. was moſt carneſt to have the, late Covenang 
{o lfolemnely ſworne, and fo uniycriully ſubſcribed to bee 
rendred,or reſcinded,anddid propone plaulible reaſons for 


that effect. But thus by ſuch ſtrong 1mpediments as were _ 


at that tixge repreſented, and are noW gxtunin prin:, being 
impoſſible co us to doe, exceptws would 7k highly a gainit, 
God. His G,.afterward declared that the Kir s Majeſty 
Was moſt willing to indi&t an Aſſembly & call a Parljament, 


but that our Covengat in the clauſe of mutuall defence,was 


2 combination, againſt Authoritie, and that we had (worne 
to defend ane another in gur owne private quarre}s,alwell 


3 in the cauſc of Religion. "This his G, delired to be re- 


moyed, as a maine hinderance. of the obtaining of our de- . 


fices,and without. the removall whereof an Aflembly, and 
Parliament could not be_inditsd. When this motion of 
a Declaration was fult. proponed to the ſeverall meetings 
the, greater part was againſt it ; becauſe no Declaration, 
containing any thing contarie ro the Covenant, cquld beg 


granted, and an explanation of the Covenant,the meaning þ. 


whereof ſcecd to þe. plaine encugh, would no mgre plcaic 
than the Covenart it JzlEbut by the earneſt dealing of ſome. 
Noblemen of his Majefties Counſell,ſent frm the Commiſa 
ſunerewith ſome, Commuſſioners ſent from everic meetings 
If'was ghoyght meet jn end,that a Supplication containin 

a. Decharazion ſhould be informed, which ar laſt his G. aid 


* a — Ot 


tie; (apolicie which we have not leamed,;) as if GOD 
could bee ſerved, yith our flannes,, We haye made heere a _ 


— 


— 
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ſi rvanifeſt that the Declaraoliwa at leaſt it ibfarent Rs 
' tisfactoric to the. Commiſſionev hitnfelf, ' that Heb did pron: 
' miſe ro medicare for ary Aſſembly and Parltatnent,. w 
* was both the ſumme of our delires, andthe onely catof 


this Declaration, So thatno man could in awyrealowthinlks:: 


' that weſhould have wronged himiin affiering rhar diib' Gel 
' did accept, and was well pleaſed” with thart Dochkurabion - 


fince upon the fightrecciving,and hearing thereof;he pro- 


' miſed to do his beſt endeavours with his Majeſtic for ob- 


mining what was petitioned by us;which beforg and with 


outit, his G. had utterly refuſedto doer:. / |! 


-2+ The thtee Noble-men of his Majeſtics Gounſcllwho 


\were imployed by his G. about this: Declaration,” did're= 
; pare ordinarly to him' for adviſing what forme of Decla- 


ration would beſt pleaſe, __ beſt atisfaion, 4 Atid- 


we had great reaſon to:think that the forme which pleaſed: 
their Lordſhips ſhould not be difpleaſling, or un«eceptable * 


to his G. 
3. After that diverſe formes of - Declar ation were drawn 


+ up,and none of them was found to give facisfaction; at laft 
' ir was thought good," that one ſhould be fortned' -by'wiy 
* of Supplication for a generall Aſſembly and Parliament. 


And becauſ: the maine hinderance of obtaining thereof 


"was that our Covenant was ſuſpedt to bea combenation- a= 


gainſt Authoritie, it-was found- neceflarc that this itdpedi- 


' ment ſhould bee removed by declaring that noſuch thing 
' was intended in the Covenant. -This forme of Supptication 
- did firſt pleaſe the three Noble»men, -and thercafer,: di- 


verie parts and exprefiions of it were corrected by his Gi 
reicular direftion , which are ſtill keeped in *remem- 
ance-and 1n the notes of the Noblemen-& others atthae 
time imployedabout this work fr6 their ſeveral meetings, 
Thus made 'uso think thathis G.was wellplcaſcd:with-fe 
muchas was carrecte&by himſcls, and that-his-Q, wonld 
have allo coredted other parts and exprefiions thereok if 
he bad-nor ben w#ll pleaadorieh thcm;and therefore made 
\X-2 ;4;... +:4.208 
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which: wabſhoworito the Petitioners by the three Nobl,- 
nalnifoar from bis & i0to vegouare with chem, woul 1 have 
gizeniidslattione why. theridbull wee nor think, that the 
Sappkcatiofi mabded þytis own parcicutardircction, not 
in-cho Pdticorte partii: but in the Declacatign which it con- 
raided, might in like. andriner fatisfic. 

«i Among: a3hcr parts of the D:claration which were 
mended by the Commuſlionersdiredion One was inthe 
g thoft ab /whirtia place of that which was fi: t 
writteri, Flat. the, Kings Majeſtic had conceaved the Con- 
feſfion of Faith; cvs Covenant: lately rexeved by ws bis Mae 
4 vom td iber : or wnlgtefud combination againſt Aw- 
thoritie © His G. would havei it changed thus, That buy 
Majefties Condfioner bath conceaved the Confeſſion of Faith &c. 
Weemight theretore have imagined that the Kings Ma- 
jetie” poſſibly would nat have 'beene pleaſed with our 
Dethratios,buri it'could not ſo 'much as emer jn our 
mindy{thar his. Majeſtics: Conmiffbrer , who would have 
the words to cxpreſic his owne diſlike, and notthe Kings, 
thould nor for his owne part becne pleaſed with ir, or bee 
offended withus, for affirming ſo much. 

64 There was ſome reatoning berween the three Coun- 
Ellers and the Petitioners, whether the words of the De- 
claration ſhould bee thus conceived, a maine Hinderance, 
of the raejne Himderanc , for which later conception the 
Pertiorersdid plead; That this which was the'maine hin- 
detante being removed bythc ir declaration, for which end 
they were moved to make it, there might be no more hin- 
derances afterward, or at leſt ſo ſmall ones, thar they might 
eafily bo pur out of the way,and the truerh is, that ſince the 
deniprall ofcharindinh) deranco we have heard of no par- 
ticular hinderante from:the comenty of the {{ovenant. This 
alſo did-maks 8 toley with the greater confidence that the 
Declaration did plcalc, 7: 


nxothbt; ſhuld bave: aflarnjed. oo much. oO 5, hi - 
cgi, We have teaforhto thitke' thar the firlit Declaration 
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Gammilſaanc;,was read opcaly,and was cany: ni.d hearty 
lyly the oath of the petitioner, His G. declired: that hee 
vercly behevedthat they mean. d what ih y ipake, that kee 
hyped what they had written ſhould pi ove lailsfacturic io 
his Majcttic, andthat he weuld againſt che tzme appoanted 
do his belt cadeavours with his Majeſtic for obtaining our 
defies, which could not buc make us conceive thathus G. 
was ſatisfied wich it himſclf, 

8. Although ail the companics of petitioners could not be 
p<clent co heare With their own cares, the words that were 
{poken, yet all of them hid ſo much ay we have w:itten,ce-. 

ored unro.them ; not by uncertaine. rumour, but by the 
faithfuln. fl: of chic Commilhaners; and upon the certain- 
tic of this report,and certaine evidences ot the tructh, they 
reſted (atighed, and were put in hopg of a generall Allcm- 
bly at the Commuſſtorerhis seturne. Which hath made them 
alionow inthcir anſwers tothe laſt of the late propuliions 
made unto them by his Majcſties Commiſſioner after his rc», 
rurne, toafhzme, bo his G. accepted their Declaration as 
the moſt ready & exfull mean which could com with» 
inthe compalle of their thoughts, for clearing them of char 
objected Combination, like as they have telitified no lele 
in their letters to others, Sothat if we hive erred int our 


athcmarion, we have nor err;d alone, but haye beancat - - 


ricd away with the common ercour of fo, many. as were 
heere conveened, without acceptivn of any one. "w—_ 
9. As it ig verie unbeſeeming our profcfiion & calling fo 
was itverie far from our minde & delire,in our anſwers to 
touch the honourable Lordsof Counle)l, or any in author 
ritic under his acred Majeltie, :1f the, a&t of apprabariof 
with the Subſcriptions thereof, ( the ground of the-mify 
five) was torne aud reſcinded and the miflive it i(clfe, gncs 
thought fit ro bee ſent, was retuened and promilg, givens 
that it hould notbe ſent; there wasno-lofle done than wat 
alleyered by us. What reaſon we had to affirm thac this 
was 


7. Whanhe Declaration was ceceived by his Majefties - 


” —_ 


| was done uponthe Supplication & compliint of the Neges] 


miay appeace, if it be remembred, Firſt, that ſome of the 
honourable Lords-of Counſell after they wer informed by 
the {applicants,” what prejudices were doneto their cauſ2 
by the a& approving the Poclamation,* 'were- pafſionatly 
deſirous to have the Ad reſcinded, and did declare- that 
they would nor: ſpare to deale- with the Commiſſioner for 
that effect. *2, 'When itwas required 'by the Suppli- 


- cants, that another A& ſhould be mad:bearing , that by 


their ſubſcribing the Proclamation they had not.,given 
their Approbation to it, It was often and at large ahſwe- 
red, that they'did not by their Subſcription approve the 


; Proclamation, but onely gave warrant thereby to the 
* Clerkefor regiſtration, and to the Herauld for publiſhing 


the fame, 'And thirdly the Supplicants preſemed a petici- 


- on containing the reaſons of their delices, and could not 


be ſatisfied, except upon theſe reafons the Abwerete-, 
feinded, and the miſhve ſtayed, -This* Supplication was 


received by the: Commiſſioner, was openly read , and an- 
. were was given by his G, that their defire ſhould be fa- 
 tisfed. All this in- fubſtance was knowne, to many thou- 


fands before any word was ſcene from'our penne, neither 
had any thing- written by us cotne to the faght of the 
world;if it had not beene pur ro the prefle bythe D.'D, 
'So much have we beene conſtrained to fay for yindica- 
ting our (tives, who cſteeme ir to be 'our Thiefeſt comfort 


. and greateſt glory, that we plead for the canſe of God, and 
«tructh ofReligion.ard delfire neither m ourpleamorin onr 
;Ptcaching for the defence of thetructh to alledge any un- 
. rructh, "We haverwrixcn nothing before, or ar this rime, 
\from aft humour to comradicte any man, 'or to wrong the 
' meaneſt,far-lefſe any-of the honorable Lords of his Ma: 
'Counſell;8 leaſt of all his Majzeſtics high Commiſſioner, 
-Bur doe-confclle that there was much inftilting great wor- 
King en both fides-andmany meetings,betore the forme of 
-Peclaration cogld be agreed upony and received: And we 


doe 


_ 


. 
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doe believe alſd that the reſcinding of the Crrenent, fo ves - 
hemently urged, was that which would have given him,asg 
his Majeſtics Commiſhoner, greateſt ſatisfaftion, Neither 
are We ignorant, that Partly through the. mallignancie of : 
Sycophants, watching all opportunities to:promove their 
owne projects ; Partly through the rubs and difficulties 
which occure in working of great matcers to their wiſhed 
ends, and Partly through the bulie and overweaning con«- 
ceitof ſome wha would ſeeme to be ſomewhathar they 
may warme themſelves at a combuſtion , and who are 
readie to raile ſuſpitions againſt, the wi ſt and.beſt affeed 
to Authoritit, ravich mult be wiitten and ſpoken per ri 


gioni diſtsto, which: otherwiſe would not be clought ſo- 


neceſlarie. Yer cannot we conceive burthe acceptance of 
the Declaration of the loyaltic of his Majeſtes ſabjettsſev ; 
down in writs .and kconded by oath, was, goad ſctyice to. 
the King, and that labouring with his Majeſtic to pollefle;, 
his royall heart with the beit conceptions and conſtructi- 
ons of the aftions of his well meaning,and honeſt hearted 
Subjefts,deſerveth from them the increaſe of that ieſp: D 
and honour which they owe to all whom God TV OTIS 
to bee inſtruments of good and happineſle to this Kirke” - 
and Kingdome, which the Lox eſtabliſh under his Mas: 
jeſties long and proſperous reign... © 
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' TO THE READER. 


118 Prixting our Anlweres ſevera!y after 

| . their aww Replyes, let it bee ſwppiyed by thy 
ſelft-iw reading.” Aud if there be any part of our An- 
ſweres mhith ſeemeth not to berelative tothe Replyes 
let it bee impu'ed to the 'D: D. whoſe printed Covie a. 
grecth not with that, which in writ was ſent unto 1s 
der thetr hands, and unto which our Anſweres were 
ade, Nenther is it our fauls that our anſweres have 
not come to light bejore this time, we having (et the 
{ame; without the changing of one word to bee printed 
at Aberdene , before our comming from that part of 
the Countrie: This muſt bee aſcribed to the ord;nary 
d. feulttcs and hinderances , which uſe tos oppoſe the 
Tra4th. and a good cauſe inthe World , and which, it 
# xt mecs now to ſpecifie. 


1 = Ood Reader, what could not be performed by 


- 


mon 
To our Reverend Brethren, 
The Dofors. and Mini- - 


fters of eAberdene. 


HAT our Anſweres 


( Reverend and beloved Bre» 
thren) have not given yout 
full ſatisfaRion, as it may be 
imputed to our w IC » 
| in the defence of fo good 2 
Pyar Cauſe, ſo may it proceede 
alſo from your owne prejudice againſt what could 
be (aid by us, which we have ſome reaſon ro 
ſuſpe fortwo cauſes, one is, that your Demand: 
which we conccaved to have beene intended meerly 
for us, and were ſcnt unto us from you in write, 
were publiſhed before our comming in Prix, like 
as ye have now printed and publiſhed your Replyes 
deibee yee had ſeene our <Anſwers unto that 
which wee receayed from you laſt in writ-z wee 
having promiſcd to the bearer; to retume an An. 
{were ſhortly ere wee deparrzd the Countrey. 
This may feeme rather to be a ſecking of victory 
from prejudice, than a ſearch of veritic for, fati(- 
faction. The other cauſe of our ſuſpicion, is , 
that the grounds of our Anſwerer to you , have 
proven fatisfaforie to others, who for Age and 
gifts of Learning and Underſtanding, are prime 
men 1m this Kirk and Kingdome s and to whom 
modeſtic will nor ſuffer-yon-+ro preferre your 
ſelves. But whethcr our wealtefſor pouropre- 
A232 judice 


4 Anſweres, 


judice be the the cauſe, muſt bee now judged by 
others , to. whoſe' view: yee have brought us : 
Whom therefore wee with you heartilie deſire 
unpartiallie ro conſider our firſt and ſecond 4. 


feeres:z, wiſhing 'and hoping that partialitie , 


prejudice-, and all worldly relpects and feares , 
laide alide , the naked Tructh ſhall bee ſeene of 


all her lovers. Concerning your confidence of us, . 


as wce.in love judge ». that yee thinke nor your 


ſelves to bee ſtriving againſt the Tructh , ſo may- 


yee conceave , that we-can.no more be brought 
to your minde , than wee can bee drawne from 
the profeſſion of our Religion, as it hath beene re- 
formed, {worne and confirmed by the late and pro- 
cceding Covenants,and from following the example 
of our religious Reformers, and the many Worz 
thies ſuccegding themin this Kirk, who would have 


beeneglad to have ſcene the dayes which weenow -. - 


doc ſees and for which wee pray , that both yee 
and we may be thankfull ; ſo ſhall it not be 1m- 
puted unto us, that we have nor diſcerned and uſed 
the day of the Lord viſitation : ſo ſhall ye all re: 
joice togethet in the Day of che Lord, 


TO 
The firſt Reply. 
VY experience in your Diſputes againſt the 


common - Adverſarie, wherein yee fay yec arc 0 
frequent, hath (no doubt) taught you , how 
Calic « matter it is ro multiply ObjefFions againſt the 
Truth and Gaye of God: and your ſelves know » that 
your 


| 
( 
| 


| 


Anſweres. F; 
your Objefion againſt our Culling , and the Warrand of - * 
our coming to you, was framed, and publiſheq in Frint; 
before it was propounded unto us, and ere our Anſwere 
could be had; but ſv ſoone as we did heare your De- 
mands, we anſwered incontinent, in the humilitie and 
trueth of our mindes, that we were to avtrude nothing , 
upon you or your flocke, by any particular Authorizze 
Civill or Feelefraſtiche; but that we did come in all meck- 
neſſe , ro repreſent unto you, the preſent caſe of this 
Kirk, and in love to intreate you, to joine with us, for the 
peace thereof ; for which we truſt , without wronging 
any lawfull Authoritie, we may claime the Warrard of the 
higheſt and greatcſt Authority, although we had 'nct been 
knt from almoſt the whole Kirke and Kingdome, laws 
fally conveaned at this time , for preſervation of Reli- 
ow, and of the Liberties and LaWwes of this Kingdume, 
io fore ſhaken ,,, by the uſurpation of the Prelates, and 
their Favourers, Let us conſider one another, to provoke 
unto loye, and to yu woiks, &c, Sayeth the Apoſtle, 
Heb. 10. 24. And where ye object, that without your 
leave. we preached within you 7, pr ag- 
grevated by you, as a hainous fault , both againſt S:1i- 
ptwe,, and againſt the Cimons of Arcient Councels , which 
ce have laboriouſlly quoted againſt us ; we intreat you, to 
more ſparing, leſt che. guiltineſl;, if there bee any, re- 
flex upon your ſelves : for your P ulpits and Kirks being, 
denyed us, (not from any injurie done by us, but by your 
own determination , before our comming ) a neceſſitic 
Was _ upon us, to deliver our mellage in ſuch places, as 
yourtourtelic did permit; whereinno man will finde, that 
we have failed, if ke confidery firſt, That there is as wide 
difference between Fcelefia turbata and pacata, the troubled 


Ke peaceable eſtate of a Kirke, as is between Eccleſia conſti« 


tuends, & conſt ituta, 8 many things are necellacic in the one 
which perhaps are not expedient in the other. Ye ſpeake 
of the Conſtitution of the Kirk this yeare, as it yee had becn 


ſpeaking 


6 . Anſweres. 
ſpeaking thereof many years before this time. 2. That the 
word of God, i and the Canons of Conncels, will have Pa- 
ſtors fo to cre for their own flocks that they: forbid 
them not, to care for the whole Kirk, eſpeciallie in the 
time of a common Combuſticn. When the houſe is on fire; 
every man ought to runne to all rowms, where hee may 
quench it : when a laik ſtriketh up in a Ship, every Mari- 
nef, yea every paſſenger, ought to labour to ſtop ir. Even 
he who is nor univerſall Paſtor of the Kirk, is paſtor of 
the unjverſfall Kirk: and the Apoſtle hath taught us, That 
wee are members one of another, Rom. 12. 4. Asall the 
members of one bodie being many, are one body, fo al- 
fo is Chriſt, 1, Cor. 12, 12. Thatthe m<cmbers ſhould have 
the ſame care, one for another, verſe. 25, If ſome members 
of this Kirk had not cared more kindly, in this time of 
common datigets than other ſome have done, the: whole 
bodie had beene ere now dangerouſly, if not deſperatly 
diſcaſed. 3. That we made choiſe of ſuch hours, for de- 
livering our Meſſage, that the people might attend your 
ordinary times of publick worthip , which maketh your 
charge, of the peoples contempt, of ours, of your Mini- 
ſteric, ro bee moſt unjuſt. 

In the ſecond part of your Reply to our AnſWere to 
your firſt Demand, ye might have made choile of words 
witneſſing more reſpect ro the moſt part of the King- 
dome now, and to the Kirk in former times, than of a 
Confederation, and Negative Confeſſion : we know no other 
Confederation at this time, but this ſame Laudable Covenant, 
which our Progenitors, and many yet living, - made with 
God, and amongſt themſelves, at the commandement of 
Authoritie, and according to the example of the people of 
God in former times. Neither is that ſhort Confeſſion meer- 
ly Negative, {ince the beginning thereof is 4ffrmative, and 
doeth virtually containe the firft large Confeſſion ratified 
in Parliament, 1567: 2. No Paſtours, m our knowledge, 


have eyther beenc forced toflee to forraygne countreys, 
or have 
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or have beene threatned with the want of their ftipend:, for 
the refuling their Subſcription : but this we have heard , 
that ſome- of them have of their owne accord, gone to 
Courr/-for procuring of Protetions againſt their Credi- 
tors, and againſt the Lawes, and Dnetie of good ſubjects, 
have made Lies berween the King and his people, Others 
wee know have wiltully refuſed, to abide, with their 
flock : and being carneſtly intreated by them , 19 attend 
their Charge, have Ictt them, and have goge qut of the 
countrey, for no reaſon, but becauſe the people had fub- 
ſcribed; and, as ye know, that Arguments have beene taken 
from augmentation of iipends, to hinder Swhſcriptier:: (0 yee 
may know , Thar fear of worldy lofſe , rather .hingeteth 
men to ſubſcribe, than ſcruple of conſcience. The Prelates 
flight , ſecmeth rather to bave proceeded from inward 
furies of acculing coniciences, ot from fear of a Rorme 
{ which being procured by their own doing, may be\ caft- 
ly progneſticated by them) than from the -infarcing of 
Subſcription of the Covenant , which in our knowledge 
was never Iicquired of any of the Prelates, although the y 
be groſſly guiltic of the breach of the Covenant 5 which 
they did {wear and ſubſcribe before: 3. Your help, by 
your prayers, and other means, for extingu ſhing of the 
pref ut Combuſtion , we ſtill defire, but with all intreat, 
that you would both join with the reſt of the Kizks of the 
Kingdeme*in publicke humiliation and faſting, which the 
Lord himfelt doeth proclaime and call for at this time-: 
{o ſhould your prayers bee the more ctiectyall: and allo - 
ye be good inſtruments, according to your power, with 
your: own people.,.and the countrcy about, to joine in 
the - {ovenent, (o ſhould yee finde the; work of Paafiation 
the more calie. 4. The Reaſons which we touched in our 
Anſwere, for proving, that ye might, without juſt offence 
to any, joine with us, inſfubſcribing, ate not yet anſwe- 
red:for,firſt,a ſound Interpretation ofthe Covenant, although 
proceeding from a private perſon» and altogether _ 


—— 
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of extertall Authoritie, can not make a ſubſtantiall difie« 
rence : andif the Interpretation bee unſound , although ir 
were confirmed by Antboritie, it maketh not a ſubſtan- 
tiall coincidence, 2, Why is it denyed, thar:the , former 
Covenant containeth Mutuall defence , ſince all arc obleid- 
ged thereby to defend Religion, according to their voca- 
tion and power , and the Kings perſon and authoritic , 
which can not poſſibly bee done , without AMntwal De- 
fence: and ſince that clauſe of the Covenant, is ſo expoun- 
ded, and applied upon grounds of perperuall reaſon, in the 
generall Sand drawn up, and Printed by Awthoritia , anne 
1590, ' 3. Yeemult either prove this Covenant to be ſub- 
ſantially different from the former , which is impoſſible , 
or yee muſt acknowledge this to have the ſame Authority 
with the former , f{ince we are rgallic obleidged in the 
former Covenant, and virtually the ſame Warrand of King, 
-Counſell, and Afſemblie; 'remainerth, and was never yer dii- 
charged: by vertue w hereof the Covenant might have beene 
renewed yearliz, by all the ſubjects of the Kingdome, no 
lee than it hath beene ſubſcribed yearlie by ſuch as palle 
Degrees in Colledges, and ſuch as were ſuſpect of Pabiltric , 
from time to time, 4. What was done by his Majeſtics 
Commiſſioner, was not done in a corner, that it needeth to 
be pryed into, or doubred of, and what was allowed by 
his grace, who had fo great power from. his Majeſtie , 
to declare his Majeſtics will,” and to receave Declarations 
from his ſubjects, and who was in every point ſo zealous 
and tender of his Majeſties ſervice and honour : who are 

e, that it ſhould be difallowed by you? Ye will have the 
Linedoce guiltie -of - Combination againſt Autboritie , and 
will 'not have the king to be (atisfied, when they have de 
lared themſelves ro the contraric, and their Decdarition 
is accepted by his Majeſties Commiſſioner, This manner of 


-dealing , is\more ſurable.rto. Papiſts and {uch Incendiries, 

'than for. you; who defire:to,preve good. Putriots, in ulwp 

all meands of Parification. 5 iWe axe-forie, that ye Es 
£ 
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the firſt who have accounted our Covenant to bee. a Cage. 
federacie , y- the Trueth , fnce ome of ,your 
ſclves, and all every where have beene ada.  £0-acs 
knowledge. that they ame at the fame ende with, us, 
maintaine the Trueth. And for that which diſpleafech you 
in our way, that we deale after fuch a manner with people 
— ares wy OR _ we have ſcencin this Land, 

of t » W ercin le have moſt 
willingly offered Rndba in ark 26. »,, like the 
dew of, the moming: that others of no ſmall. Nete, have 
offered their Sbſoiptions, and have becn till time 
ſhould cry, that they joing.jn linceritic, from love to the 
Cauſe, and not from the fear of men ; and thatno Threat» 
nings have been uſed, except of the deſerved judgement of 
God,nor force except the force of Reaſon, from the high 
reſpes which we owe to Religion, ro our Kings to our 


*Netive Countrey, to our ſelves, and to the Pofteritie; which 


hath beene to ſome a greater conſtraint , than any externall 
violence, and we wiſh, may prevaile alſo with you. 


To the ſecond. 


EE perceave, that ye pall? in filence, that which we 
anſwered concerned the preventing of trowble, which 
by all appearance had beene too ſeakidle to many before 
this time, if the Conventions cenſured by you, had not been 
kept; we deſire, thar ye would here declare your ſelves, 


whether ye would have rather receaved the Service books 


Book of Canons, and other Trafa of that kinde, tending to 
the ſubverſiors gf;Relgion:, and ro the prejudice! of the 
Liberties of the 220. than to have conyeancd in a 
peaceable manner > to preſent Swpplications to his Maje- 
tic; for averting of fo greatievils. nejthes do yeetpeake 2 , 
word of the ſaying of 'K. Famer, which ought 20 bee Icy 
g_> both for the witnallc'1{zke, whaigpt ſo geat an- 
ie; and for 'she reftimony :which;containexrhſo great. 
reaſan; For, ſhall net the whole body of a Kingdeme ſtir 
B pro ark 
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fab gfib: ot ſhall our Religion be ruined, and our Light- 
put out and all'men hold theic peace? We told you al- 
i; thar the firſt part of the 4# of Parliament 1585, is 
two/another A# in Quene Maries time , which 
ſpecifieth;- whir ſort 'of Lragues and Bands are forbidden, 
and {tre usfree from the: breach of the 4#* But ye- 
have anſwered nothing to this, and till diſpute from the A## 
of Parliament, rather than from other grounds, better be- 
* ſeeming your Profeſſion & ours;and in this will-ſo preciſcly 
adhere: ta rhe Z4tter of the Law, that you will have 'ho 
Meetings, wichour Seiing conſent.even inthe Geof the 
Preſervation of Religion of his Majeſtic: Authoritie, and of. 
the Libertics of the Kingdome, which we arc ture moſt be 
contraric to the reaſon and life of the Lao; lince the ſafetie 
of the þ cople 15, the ſoveraigne Law: Although ir betrue- alſo 
that for our Covenant, we have the conſent of- Authoritie 


Preſſing upon alt the —_ in the Generall Band, and Con-" 


feffion of Faith, formerly ſubſcribed for maintenance of thz 
Religion;their &#ſcription and Oath as anote of their ſound- 
nefſe in Religion, and of their loyaltie and fidclitic to the 
King, and his Crown, wherein 7«ri-Conſults, more skilled 
in this kinde, tharwe need to be have given their Reſponſes 


I and Verdidts, in favours of us, and of our Cauſe, 


** . The point touching- Awthoritie,- is 10 full of Thornes 
and Rockes, uſeth to bee ſo vehementlic urged , to pro- 
cure envie againſt the- Goſpell of CHRIST, andcan fo 
hardlie bee diſputed and diſcuſſed , except-in a large 
Treatiſe, tothe ſatisfaction. of kings and Kingdomes 
AnJ all having intereſt , that for the ggefent wee only. 

_ Wiſh youto heare the teſtimonies of-wwo grave Divine: , 

>»the one is Whittaker, in his Arſwere to maſter Reynolds 

» » Preface Pug. 6. Stirres and Tumuks fot marter of Re- 

>» ligion, Feynold rehearierh , that hath 'bcene in Germs» 

>» ne» France ,. Bobemias , as though it were ſufficient. fot 

»» their condemuation , that they once reſiſted , and did | 


5 | pot. by, 
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not by and by to admit whatſoever violetice was offered,» 
either ro GODS Trueth, orco themſelves , cotitrarie tos » 
Promiſe , to Oath, to publick Edits, to Law, Where» >, 
by they were watranded to doe as they did: More Qf this , 
mater will 1 not anſwere, being of another nature, ind, », 
cleared long ſince from the cryme of Rebellion, Hot orily , » 
by juſt defence of their doing , but alſo by the Procdlemat- , » 
ons and Edi&#: of P rinces theri{elves. The other is Bil- 
ſon, in his Booke of Chriſtian ſubjeRion , in defence of _ 
the Proteſtanes in other Countreyes , againſtthe objeftion , » 
of the Peſuite , Pagins 332, affirming» that SubjeRtes, « 
may defend their Ancient and Chriſtian Liberties, cove- »» 
nanced and agreed upon by thoſe Princes, to whom chey » » 
firſt ſubmitted themſelyes, and were ever ſince confirm- , » 
ed, andallowed by the Kings that have ſucceeded, they, 
may require their owne- right, fave theic owne lives, be-,,; 
ſeech, thatthey be not uſed as ſlaves, but like ſubjes,like, , 
men, not like bcaſts; that they may bee convemed by lawes, , 
before Juggs; not murdered in Cornery by Inquiftoars. , , 
This is alſo the judgement of Riverw, in his Commentarie , , 
Pſal. 68.'Which being looked ypon by you, will furniſh a, , 
full anſwere to what yce have cited at length from his 
leſuita Vapulans. For between Ieſkiticall treaſonable and 
pernitious doctrine., and practiſes againſt Princes and 
Magiſtrats , refuted by him, and the loyall and ſound 
doctrine of Proteſtants, your ſelves -know the differenca 
and oppoſition, like as it cleare asthe funne, by that 
Hort Confeſſion. by the Application there-of , to the 
times in-thi# piþſcnt Confeſſion , by our publicke Prote- 
ſtation , and by the Declaration exhibited to his Majeſtics 
Commiſſioner , ' that wee meznc- not only mutuall can- 
erence , anid afſiitance .in the cauſe of Religion , -but allo to 
the uttermoſt of 6ur power, to defend. the. Kings \'Ma- 
bog his rel and K athorige. Wee would. be glad 
"that, yee atidqthers were witnelles to gyr private Prayers, 
_ Y 1. vi ['1 await 5d "oy }- w LIE robs Lbs Fa 
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and the moſt ſecret of our thoughts and afteQions, cons. 


ecrning our loyaltic to our dreade Soveraigne; ſo thould 
Joey rs. Bol iſe to write in this fort againſt us, or bee 
Freed to write againſt your owne Conſcicnces, 
3, When wee juſtific our Conventions and Covenants, from 
their purpoſed ends, wee meane not only the laſt and 
moſt remgte ends , but the neareſt and immediate , and 
if nothing in theſe can merit juſt.cenjure , the. Conver- 
$ions and. Covenants ho more in that which yee call the 
ObjJett,' or in-their eridg , can bee pulpable :. what 4ſper- 
foons have beene pur upon our Reformation , and Refor- 
mers , by the malice of our A4dver/aries, can not bee un- 
knowne to you. But we wiſh, that your ingines and 
pennes may bre better implayed., than to joine with 
them in ſo bad a cauſe, which we expe alſo from 
your prudence, conſidering the people and place where 
yee hve. 


To the_, third. 


EE doc wetland wilely , that yee ſearch not cu- 

tioufly into the mindes of Princes, and Reaſons of 
Srate : bur whether all his Majeſties  Subjelts bee (ari( 
hed with the laft Prodamation, need.th no deepe fearch. 
For although poſlibly ſome had becne more plezicd with a 
Prodamation , commanding the Service Booke , ſuch 
eſpecially who neither will ſee no errours in it, or 
have publickly profeſled , that thy have beene groa- 


ning for it, yct the Proteſtation of the Supplicants againſt 


it, as it giveth mo humble and heartig. ghankes to his 
gracious Majeſtie , for what is grant&q} fo ir ceſtifiech 
wpon 'undenyable evidences , _ that the Procdametion is 
not a farisfadtion of our juſt. deſires : for, firſt , the 
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arr nary frm enten boon rh 
which g] uno it fo hig 10n, as ſerv; g for 
maintaining the txue Religion, and to beat our all Dp 
ſtition, and no wayes to bee coutrarie to the Lawes of chis 
Kingdome: but to bee — and approved for the yni- 
ver{all uſe and edification of all his Majeſtics Subje&s. 

4+ It is fo farre from diſlillowing the aid Booke, that 
it putreth us in feare, that it ſhall bee preſt in a faire and 
legall way: and therefore,notwithſtanding the Prodemation, 
the neceſlitie of Covenanting » which containeth 
contrare to the Actes of Parliament, nor to the ductic 
good Subjects, but is the larg ſt Teſtimonie of ous Fdeliry: 
to GOD, and loyaltic ro our King, ( whatſoever irnay, 
ſreme to you; to import.) hook yee continus.,. that 
his Majeſtie may bee pleaſed, to grant the full ftizfyRtion 
of our reaſonable Petitions, and that our Religion and L4- 
berties may bee. preſerved for afterwardes,.. . Whplgeves: 
profeſſe themſelves to bee perteRly ſatisfied. wich the; Pro»: 
clamation, doe proclaime in the eares of all the kingdome; - 
that they are better pleaſed with the Service Booke and Cas 
»ons, than with the Religion , as ic hath beene profeſledin 
this Land, ſince the Reformation. 


To the fourth, 
EE were aflured, that youu Demand proceeded from 
a Miſtdng, and therefore, according to our know- 
ledge, did ingenuouſly, for your fGatisfattion» expound un-' 
to youthe minde of the Sb/erabers, bur finde now,that wee 


nee WW, x your hands, from which wee have 
receaved this 5” Voro which, © : the firſt» 
Mifmterpretation.; We anſwer: 1. Thataltoogh wee doe 
ncither uſe y Dor vat Interpretation up- 
of you» 25 bearing any Obligatorie Powe ; Yer pardon us» - 
that wee match'.you nor, and-pur you not inthe Ballawes 
withthe greateſt part of the kingdome, both Miniſters and. 


. 
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4:4 _ Abſverts/. 
- unto you, by all fair® Meanerand force of Reaſon: and in fo 
doing, wee are ſo farre from the breach of 6ur Solemne 
Vow, and Promiſe that wee -cſteeme this to be no- ſmall 
proofe of thir Godlinele, and righteouſnefle, wherein we 
are bound, by our” Covenant,to walk. 2. Theauthorirative 
judgement of our Reformers, and Predecefſors, is evidenced, 
not only. by the Confe/ſion of Faith, ratificd in Parlement, 
but alſo' by the books of Diſcipline, Atts of Generall Aſ- 


_ Jemblies, and theic own writs, wherein, if -ye will, ye may 


finde' Warrand for this Interpretation, and in reſpe& whyreof 

itis publicke ratione mediz, beſides thoſe midſes of Swip- 

twe, of Antiquitie,nd of the Conſent of the Reformed Kirkss 
whichare named for midfes by you. 

Conceming the 2 Mzſconſtruftion, it-is no maryell 

s , and preconceaved opinions, polleſſing the 

minde, make men to fall upon [nterpretations of their own 

but in the ſouth parts of the kingdome, where muny lear- 

hed and-juduclous men, both Paſtors, and Profeſſors, were 


aflerdbled, artthe firſt ſubſcribing thereof, we remember 
, of none that did fall into that Miſtike. And the two 
Aorts of Novation, ſuch as arc alrcadie introduced, and 


ſuch arc ſupplicated againſt, are ſo punctually diſtin- 


-Zuiſhed, that there is no place left ro Ambiguitie : but on 


the contraric, the Novations which we promiſe to for- 
bearefor a time only, cannotbe ſuppoſed in the, follow- 
ing words, to be 4bjured for. cyver, as Popiſh Nebations, 
2» Upon a new examination of the words, 'yce petceave.s 
that the zreicler of Pearth, and Epiſcoparie , arc: condem- 
nedas erroneous Corruptions, becauſe w Mev" 107 1e- 
bows, to recover the former puritie and libertie of The Goſpel1-un-. 
to-whick apr, Anſperc is, that it appeareth,.. that yagwarill 
have all the:Covebeaters againſt their owni imcentiony ge: 
thee they will or not, to difallowz and ;,condegne thedr- 
tides. of Prarthy and Fpiſcopall. Governament,'Ieſt they 


thyedrin a.Gtoeai{l Afanblic 21, but it i2: hriown 130: tan 
 hutilcerhouhac ha words were porppialic concbrrat felt. 
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ſatisfaction of fuch as were of. your judgement , tharWes®- 
might all joine in one hcart and Coycnant, for eſtabliſhing 
Religion, and oppoling Errours, . And for your 4rgnment 
whether the 4rtke Pearth, and E piſcopant bee againſt 
the puritie aud libertic of the Goſnel, or not , which is 
not determined bytheſe words of che Covenant :: Bur jt cany 
not bee denyed» fic, That if in a free Aſemblie, . chicy bee 
found to bce againſt the puritic and libertie of the Goſpel, 
they oughtto bee aboliſhed : In the meane time, i being : 
left frees by the words of the Covenant, to all, who will, te 
ſtand to. the defence of their . lawfulneſle. . Secondly, how 
can it bee. denied, that many corruptions,. contrarie to the 
puritic and libertic of the. Golpel, were they never ſo in» 
nocert in themſelves, have accompanied theſe Nevatiqnr. ». 
ſuch as the ſuperſtitious obſervation of Deye ns , 
and ccflation from worke, on theſe Dayes Fee/ting, Guy- 

fieg &c. many grolle abuſes have berne entered ip the Sa- - 
crament, upon Azeeling betore the Elements, and upon the: 
lawleſle ufurpation ot erin reipet whereof,even they. 

who allowof Pearth.Articler,and Ep:ſcopacie, may (weare 19... 
recover the. puritic, of the Gofbe. And thirdly, who can 
bee ſo great a ſtranger at home, as to deny, that many Cor- 
ruptions of. Poperie,8&& Armenianjſme, have entercd in,inthe 
Kirk , and have beene vented , and defended , in ſchools 
and pulpits; by reaſon whereof, wee are bound every 
one of us, according to the meaſure of our light, to [abowy - 

far recoverie of our formec puritie? And therefore, if you had : 
caſt your eyes. upon the condition of this poore Kirk.,as yee 


have p , into the Fxpreſſions of the Covenant, 
yee mi ed both your owne labour and ours, 


and nor laboured to 8Kkar both your ſelves and others with - 
this ſhaddow. | 

In your Argiment, ad heminen, you ſhould have confi- - 
dered, that whatſoever bee our judgement, as we are pare - 
ricular perſons, gun this time, wee were to bee taken, as - 


Comnawi flowery , 


he 


ww 


from. the whole companic of Sw/aiberso: 
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who, a86urchis poige, arc-of diflercnt j 2 andif 
ſome:of your own: judgement, had cacher comealone in 
our place, or had beene joined in Commiſſies with us, wee 
. had amicipate yoar 03/e#ion: and this yee have brene for- 


.ced to ſee; and (6 your ſelves, in pr your 0b- 
jettion, have mifwered your own gle me, -in makeing us 
to ſoy thar zee muy ſaecere and ſubſaribe, (ceing 'yee thinke 


not theſe things to bee abjured in that Oath made Ame 
1581: neither was it for 'you, to inquire in our private 
jon, rior necefiaric for us, to make it knowuc, batto 
have conceaved- of our mindes, according to our Commu/- 
fon, and the will of thoſe who ſent us, Your A 

needeo bee no jmpediments-unto your (wearing of the 
Covenant. 'Forupon your groundes, yee would not have 
ſwore the Short {onfeſſion, any time bypaſt : yea, yee can 
not ſwaare the Confeſſion of any Kirk ; nay not the Arti- 
cler of the' Creed, becauſe of the diverſe Interpretations of 
the Artivle of Cbriſts deſcent into Hell ; or ſwearing them 
in Svthad and F yee behooved: to ſweare them in 
diverſe:{nſes. There be ſome words of the Lord: prayer., 
as, Give ws t dayly bread; and of the X Command; , 
as the wordsof the 4 , which are diverſelic un- 
.derſtood; muſt Chriſtans, Uerefore forbeare ro joine in 
ſaying the Proyer, or ſweareing Obedience to the Comman- 
demexts? Neither for this doe wee admit an Ambiguitie, 
or Equivecarion: the words .certainlic have but one true 
ſenſe, and ſignification; bur diverſe perſones conceave and 
underſtand them, according to the different meaſures of 
their light, Since then your D:Þut iided upon 
ſuch x» Sypoſition, it muſt cither 'fall d , ot 
hardly -can any Confeſſion of Faith, -or Rels Covenants 
'be ſworn. Offend not therefore,if we in modeſtie, | ar 
unto you,'{HDfs of yowr ave z wee meahe- the like 
nb The Rices and Corrmonte? , _ 

arc norabjured inthe Nopatove Confeſſion; are not abjure 
torkis late Covenans Brrcho ins and- Crementes, which . 


wer 


l 


Anſwerds. 3p 
were concluded in Pearth 4femblie, are tor abjurgd, 'p 
ye fay, in the Negative Confeſſion, taade Anno 1 583. thege> 
forc, they are not abjured in this Lete Covenant... The fie 
Propoſition is evident, bccauſe in the Late Covenant; Wy oart 
bound no furder; concerning the Negative Confefone: bus 
to keep it inviolable: and therefore, what Rites are not ab» 
juted there, are not abjured here, The (cond in 
cannot be denyed by you, for theſe rwentie years bygone 
ye have thought your ſclves. free of Perjwits norwi - 
ding of the Oath in 1581, and of your conforming your 
ſelves, yon wee Pearth, And whereas 4 
leadge, afterward, as before, that our Siypiloations are 
tisfied , the contraric is knowry by our icke Droteſtar 
tion,and by our laſt Swpplicativny and int; prelented to 
his Majeſtics Commiſſioner, | And urging of the Serviet book, 
was a ſufficient Reaſon , for Forbearance of Pearth Articles, 
till an Aſſemblie ; at 'which time it may be determined; 
whether ir be expedient , that this Kirke be any wort 
troubled with them. Nether needeth your conidicncero 
hinder you to ſubſcribe the forbearance of theſe Nowations, 
as if ſwearing of forbearence , were: a ſwearing of _ Diſobe= 
dience to Autboritie : firſt, becauſe the ſcaring of forlevrance 
of a thing in your opjnion,, indiffezent ,- in the. caſe-af 
Scandall, and of ſenſible fecre in others » of Superſtition,” is 
the ſwearing of Obedience to the Commardement of Gods which 
forbiddeth us, to deſtroy bim, for whom Chriſt died, although 
man ſhould command rhe contrarie.: 2. Becauſe the Articles 
of Pearth were coucluded, for Gatisfying the Kiugz and nor 
to preſiggny Manavith the practiſe of tacm, as wag open- 
ly profelitd unto the: Qpponents 3 before the face of the 
whole Aſſembly : ang. becaule the 4 ir ſelfe. giveth 
wargand ,, | to ' forbedre the proetiyfe 1 at: this''- rips, 
whanthe: memorie.of, Swaſtitte:is rovincd,. whidr'ims- 
Kerh- us: to thinke, that theywbo have forborne the qus 
alc. of. theſe Artider, linte the. ſuperBiicious Sar Poke 
4% cemplaincd Bpen, make; maſt mugiy\nory:cvonit 
WnrwhoÞ C Obedience - * 
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of the AR of Pearth, and Parliament , ratifying the - 
ane, and are moſt conforme unto the Confeffion of Faith, 
ratified in Parliament, declaring, that Ceremonies ought to 
bee changed, when they rather foſter Swerſtition, than 
edifie the Kirk, ufing the fame. Laſt of all; Yee ſay, ye can 
not ſweare Forbeerace : becauſe ye can not abſtaine from 
Srivate Baptiſme, and Private Communion, where we per- 
craves that, in your judgement, Private Baptiſme and Com- 
wiwnier , arc not any more things Indifferent, but neceſſary, 
neceſſitate = info; farre, that; the not n/ing of 'thems is a 
co of the Means, and a tempting of God. By this 
your Dotrine, fitſt, The ſtate of: the Queſtion, anent Pearth 
drticles, -is quite altered, for yee, and your Aſſociates, did 
ever, to this time, _—_ Queſtion, to be of thinges 
Indifferent : bat now ye ftinde- ſome of them ſo neceſlary 
that although the Generall Aſſemblic of the Kirke, ſhould dil- 
charge them, yer ye behoved till, for conſcience of the 
- Commandemenr of! God, te praiſc them. IF yce have the 
ame judgement of Xyrelitig- bore the Elements ', and 'of 
Feſtivell Dayes, it co to palſe amongſt us , which 
hath beene incident-rothe Kirke , in former ages , thar 
things have beene firſt broughtin, as indifferent, then ur- 
ged as weeſſarie. If Confirmetion allo in your judgement , | 
be not indifferent, but neceſſavie-, we delire to underſtand 
with- what. conſcience it hath beene lighted , and urrerlic 

| negleRted by the Prelates, theſe 20 yearts: paſt? and how 
it is,. that. yee have carried fo ſmall r:gardro the Cron of 
the Kirke, .and A# of Parliament, and to the benefite of 
young children, as not to require, urge and Preſls the pra- 
Riſe thereof, both in your own -and throughout 
the whole Kirke? This would ſceme to be partial wie | 
to prefle ſore Cormenier, and negleR other ſome , whi 
both by the. ſame Canon of the Kirk, and 4# of Parliament, 
are appointed, 2. Ye doe hereby condemne the pradtife of 
the Kirke of Scotland, from the time of Reformation, dll 
$4 4femblic, and purno ſmall guikinelle npon other 


39 
"Feformed Kirks, who uſe not thatat all, but rather 
fromit, as dawerous, which -ye now doe profelle; to be 
neceſſarie. 3. We wiſh you wiſelieto conſider, whence it 
is, and Whatcanbee the trac cauſe; that yee living in thas 
Part of the kingdome, ſhould be more preſſed by the peo= 
plc, both 5 0p er ts ime, and Communiote 
- than all the kirks in the kingdome - where theſe -20 
years palt, rarely any ſuch motion hath beenc made: is it 
not becaule thar Popery prevaileth there., andthe people 
have a ſuperſtitious conceat of Buptiſme and Communion, 28 
«bſolutelie neceſſarie to Saluation;, x8 if GOD had tycd His 
grace tothe Seraments; and children dying without Bap- 
tiſme, and others without their laſt Viaticum, did . periſh? 
Thus ye miniſter the Seraments in private , as neceſarjea 


(eceſſitate precepts ; and the ſceme to and 
= them, as neceſſarie, Ne medij : an Evill very 


curable , inthat citie where the 4ſſemblies of the peoples 
for publick worſhip, ace frequent, whercin the Semancnie 
might bee miniſtred frequently anough, with great {0« 
lemnitie, and cdification. 4. And though we do not de- 
nye » but Bupriſme privately miniſtyed, by the Miniſter of 
Chriſt , according the Inſtitution, be true Buptiſme » 
and, that a childe thus . privacelie baptized, bee not tro bee 
baptized againe, (altho it be crue alſo, that privace Boptiſme 
maketh way to this Erroxy of Re-beptizing : )) yer we hold » 
thge the neceſſitic of the Commandement, ſtandeth only for 
Baptiſme in publicke, fince no Precept _ Buptiſme , 
but when the miniſtration thereof can bee had orderlies 
with all the Eircumſtances requiſite : whereof this is one» 
Thar it be -miniſtred in the preſence of that yiſible kirk, 
where of the-children are to be members : -for not onlic 
the miniſter of Bepezme, and the parents ofithe children. , 
bur the Congregation allo hath. jnzereſt in the. bapyane of 
every member that entereth in rhcir. communion + - whi 

therefore, ought to be a,_publicke action, polelln thay the 


ating off of a rottca member, by Eepryaniovie uy 
Ilw 2/1 \ <4 @ 
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e&bedone publicklie. 5.1 is' known; ther private Baptiſm 
hathbred , aud foſtered the | Opinion of Abſolute neceſſitie 
of Bopriſme, -of Baptiſme by women, and- private perſons, of 


ſuppoſition, 8c. end that the ' miniſtration of 
55 tw. private places, hath beene and is, "the 
readiewaytobring \peopleto the contempr and negleR 
&Fthe Shaiments in pttblicke , and to-the /prophanation 
thetcoFinprivatee 6, Whenall the formes of miniſtration 
of Buiptiſme; hallbe-com z both thatof the Ancient 
Rrieeoping Eaſter, and -PenteroF, for the ſolemne times 
Buptiſme, and the other of the Popi/> kirke, and other 
kicks; riorwell-purged of the dregs of Poperie, miniftring 
Baptifmie (and: Communion at all times, in private places, and 
beforefew porſois; it ſhal*be \foundzthatno better courte 
- evfld*bee taken, than thatiwhich hath beene wiſely ap= 
pointed'andoblerved, intheKirke of Sotland, fince the 
efermation, that the Garrements- be miniſtred in the ordi- 
narie-meetitigs of -GODS People; unto which they hal 
regatd, and not unto the plates pf -mareriall Kirks: which 
we adde, leſt any ſhould: think, that we entertainzd any 
ſuperſtirious concear of places. 


To the fift. 


FP the- firſt Exception, wee have every now anſwered 
and need to 'adde no further; concerning private Bap- 
tiſme and Communion. 2. We looked, that your Argument ad 
bominem, h1d beene cloſed in the fourth Reph arid wiſh, 
whatyee had-to fay, againſt the DiÞute' of ;Popiſh Engliſh 
Ceremonies; or any- or lier Treatiſe of that kinde, or any of 
us in-particular, had beene kept to another time: for, wold 
any of us rcfuſe to ſweare the Short (onfeſſion, becauſe ye 
have-expounded -ſome Articles thereof, contrarie to our 
minde? Our deſires, - thatye keep: your own 'meaning of 
the Negative Confeſſion, and wee ours;**accordng to 
our diverſe tneaſures of light; and that bothifides promiſe 
Tarbearance, as is requirdd mthe'Covenent, ' which maay- - 
ac w 


I 
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rie-well ſtand both with your meaning , and ours 
of ours, there. isno queſtion ; and of yours, there needeth 
none to be moved by you, lince ye thinke them indifferent: 
andtherefore in inch a caſe, may promiſe , to forbear them 
Froth this ground, and from the differentuſe of the word 
Diſcipline, and Policie, itis eafic to anſwere , both your 
Sorites, and Dilemma: forthe Late Covenant bindeth you 
to keep the Former, according to the common meaning of 
the Subſcribers » and not according to your ' Interpretation 
or ours , in particular : - and the hornes of your Dilemms , 
may be turned about againſt your ſelves 3 for weaske of 
you, Unto which of the members of the Diſftinttion doe 
ye reterre -Epiſcopacie,, and the Articles of 'Pearth: if rhey 
were abjured for ever, before Pearth 4emblies how is it 
that- ye have admitted and practized: them ,” fince that 
time ; for this were perjurie? Andif they: were not abju- 
red, but by the Short Confeſſion were left indifferent .. - why 
may not ye- for ay impediment ye have from-that':Con- 
feffion, forbeare now the practiſe of them? Wee':lodked 
not for Yelitations of this fort, which the change of Com- 
miſſioners ſent unto you, might have prevented, but-for 
ſome ſolide and grave realons, why ye could not ſubſcribe 
the Covenant , whether preſenzed trom our hands, of the 
handes of others, our Learned and «ps Brethren , of 
your praQtiſe and judgement, who might have beene ſent 
unto you in our place. In the meane time, becauſe many 
are intangled with the word of Diſcipline, and Policie, wee 
defirc. the Readerto remember, that ſomenme the word * 
is taken for the Rule of Governgment. of the. Kirke, and cen- 
ſure of Manners, by Othce-bearers appointed: by Chriſt , 
and thus itis unchangeablc : ſometimes forthe Conſtita- 
tions of Conncels and Ad; of Parliaments. about matiers of 


. Religion; aki. thus iris alterable, or Conſtant, according -to 


the. nature of partiagr,Objet.s:-and thirdlic, it is taken for 

the orderinggf the circualancess $9 bet gbſeryed in All 

aQions md mr; 2nd thu jc 15 variable. _ 
| appe 
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appeale with you. to the indifferem Reeder, whois judi- 
cious, whether it bee neceſlarie for your Swbſeiption , to 
know our Opinzen of ſuch _—_ Ceremonies , 23 are not 
of Divine Inſtizazion. We have reaſon, (for any thing 
that ever we heard to the contrarie , theſe-20 years, paſt 
to cleaue unto the wordes of the Covenent , Concerni 
ſuch Rites as are brought into the Kick, withour, or aint 
the word of God. The Bleſſing of Marjage. (now the (e- 
cond time inſtanced_) we conceave, neither tobe.circum- 
- ſtance, it being neither time , place, order of doing, nor 
any ſuch thing , nor a Geremenie properlicſo called ; more 
than the Bleffing of the people, commanded in the Law, and 
-praQtiſed before the Law , or praying for a. Bleſſing upon 
the Ordinance of God, that it may be ſanQtificed unto His 
'People.: we neirher cxale Adarriaze 1o high , as with the 
Papit; , to thinke it a Sxrament'; nor do we abaſc it, fo 
low, asto thinkeic a Pation or Contratt mcerely Gvil, it 
-being the - Covenant of 'GOD, which cannot be diflolved 
.by conſeat of the parties , as other Civil Contrafes may 
.be: and therefore, as-we will not uſe it ſaperſtitiouſly,ac- 
cording tothe preſccipt of che Service Booke ; (o will wee 
not for theabuſc of Popery, although it were a Pattion mecer- 
ly Gvill , it being ſo important , with-hold Ecclefiaſtiche 
Senedzttion from it. 
To the ext, 
ILexcs carrieth ſometimes the appearance of Con- 
ſent, lometimes itis from weaknefle, and ſince ye know 
alſo that itmay at ſometimes come from wiſdome , and 
moderation : why doe yenot rather keepe filence your 
ſclyes, than make ſuch Interpretation of ours? We de- 
nye not but Divines, both Ancient and Moderne, are a- © 
gainſt us , -concerning the lawfalneſſe of the things con- 
4Araverted: but we withall afftirmegfirſt, That Divines both 
«ancient and Moderne, are againſt you alſo , and both may 
Secrue, for beth are but Propoftrions Indefinite., in a matter 
eetingent, 2. That almoſt Divine wibvetfalis are for 


us, 
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us, and for the forbvarence of 1hings indifferent, in fach a caſe » 
which ische. point urged by ug, and cleared before. Se= 
condly, wee deny not, but the Oath containeth many other 
Antider;but concerning that of the Novetions alreadie inco- 
duced, if you could have believed us,and ſo many thouſands 
as have ſubſcribed, it containeth.no more but the forebeare 
ance of them for a time: neither can any further bee extorted 
from the tenor of. the Covenant it ſelf, according to your 
grounds. If yce will interpret it according to the meaning 
which yee thought it had the laſt year, and-which wee urge 
ou to change; and to promiſe Forbearance, can neither 
be cortfaric to that du: tie which yee ow to your flock,nor 
bee diſobedient ro Authoritie, but a mcane.. to edifice Gods 
people,and obedience ro God, 
To the ſeventh, 
[cſt, The Re4/on proponed in the ſeventh Demand, for 


refuſing your Subſcription , becauſe yee ſuppoſed Prarth + 


articles to have becne abjured, as Popiſh, is anſwered tothe 
fall, and impediment. put out of your way. This other thay 
yee proponed, concerning our conception and meaning of 
the ſbort {onfeſſion, may bee as calily removed, if yee.- will 
once believe, that we urge not, upon. you our meaning, bur 
leave you to your own,till the matter be examinedin an «ſ+ 
ſemblie. 2, Ye call ſome of theſe Nowetiong, neceſſarie; but 
without Waraend of that Aſſemblie which concluded them,ag 
indifferent, and all the reſt you will. have to be lawdable: rhus 
' by progrelle of time, things formerly, indifferent, became 
neceſſarie, and what was but laVfull before, and had much a» 
doe to gaine that reputation, is now become leandeblegwhere 
yee plainly diſcoyer the cauſe of your unwillingnefle to 
ſubſcribe, not ſo much to.bee the commandement of du» - 
#heritie, as the necefluic and cxcellencig of the things com 
manded. Till yee therefore change this opinion, ye cannot 
promiſe Forbearaxce, neither upon our dealing, .norat the 
commandement of Autheritje, although forbearaxce ſhould 
ſerve for the peace of the Kirk, and Kingdoms, | KR 
0 . 
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3, T6 the. tight. ' * | 

[rſt, We'remirthe Keudeyio our 4rfwere, and your Reply, 
which, we hope, ſhafl-be found no Confutation, 2. We 
obſcrve, That ye fave notanſwered our Ar or'oar 
ſwearing the deferce of the King, and bis Autboritee, with a os 
cification,. which yee call a Eimitation, wherein we have fol- 
lowed the Confeſſion of Faith,ratifhed in Parliament,the Kings 
| Confeſſion, and A# of Parliament , upon which yee will not 
- do well, to faſten ſo foule Imprtations , and put fo hard Con 
's ſtrations, as yee doe, upon us; for inſerting in our Covenant , 
what they have ſaid betore us. If our Specification be right , 
why cenſure you it! Ifit be wrong, why faſten yee not your 

cenfures upon the Fowntain, from which it is derived? The 

Loyaltic - v9 Intentions, to maintaire the Kings Perſon 

& honour:is ſo fully cxpreſled,that it hath given content to 
theſe who are neareſt his Majcſtie:and we ſhouldwrong,not 

only them,but alſo the Covenent,and the&u/ſcribers thereof, 

if wee ſhould:makenew Declarations to others,of greater 

Difteaxe, who wrong both the King, and themſelves, in 

craving them. 3. To doe with a Dowbtirg Corſrience , is a 

grievous fin, but to make and multiplec Dow! tes, for hinde- 
ring 4 good works, and to oppoſe againit a Giving light, is no | 

tell: grievons, Yee ſpake before of a Limitation, .andnow 

yec have added Preciſety,as if the naming of one Duetie were , 
the excluding of all other Dwetzes. We all, by our Oath of 

ry Ka l 'y his Majeſties LaWves, ard by other obligations, AC 

know edge; that wee ow:many other ducties to the King, 

which were very impertinefit'to <xpreſic iu this Covenant. .. 

4. Whar kinde of Conference yee meane , whether by 

word of writ, we know not; but (while we were amongſt 
yon ) yee know what notice you- were pleaſed ro-rake of 

us; and-wee have no delight, x0 reſetit'it. 971 2117 26 tio 
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Tot: Ve ate ſhamed, to draw this' Rugowof 'Con- 
Jon, to'/and fro; itt a nitintzall Rec 1 CoH 


ceming the forebediiththb of Privif- ah iths > thiys Ss 5 


WI forbearing 


Anſwers | 
forbeatig to doe fo #iy mer; we Piferre thi 

our wg Anſwerer. 2.- We do not affirnie, thitt 
ly Reaſon, why Kneliig was appointed, was becauſt” 
he 1 ne om was paſt.” There be iridged ottier 
Rayon, expreſſed it the 4 , bur fuch asthe Authors thetes 
of may be- aſhamed of, as both pteverting the Tet, Mm 


95, ws wm to bee necefſarie , in ery ur | 
GODS _—_— as giving matter (6- mdtry Treats 
ſerproving Kneeling before the Flement?, to by nk 
cording to the A#, unto which we ttow referteyon, : be 
this we ay, (whichis manifeſt by the XN#it" that 
the caſe of preſent Juperſtde, or feate thattef, Alt orher 
Resſons had not beene forcible; ro Enforce Kitelſng thety 
nor catt have force to contiritt Rnteline now. This feare 
hath beene great, this yeare bypat ,” throiighout the - 
dome , by reaſon of the many Syerſtition! of the 0 
booke, which, it may be, -yee no more acknowledge , then 
ye doe the Superſticious difpeſition of the people, becauſe 
they: are not that which they wete arthe time of Refor- 
mation. 3. We would heare what  Mdlee ir flfe can 
fay againſt the words of the Proteſtation , That it ſhall bet 
laWwfinll unto ur, to defend Religion, ard the Kings Aathoritic, 
in defence thereof , and every one of ws of another , in that canſe 
of maintaining Religion , and the Kg! forſalde Miuthetitie , 
and to appoint , «nd bolde Meetings to that end; hike as our 
Proceedings have been in thettiſelves moft neceſſaric+ atid 
orderly meanes pln to the .Lawes and Praftiſe of 


_— 


this Kirke and Kingdome, to be c6omniended, as Real! Due- 
riecof Faithfull Chriſtiany , loyall Subjes, and fenſible 
members of the bodice of the Kirke and Kingdome , and 
ted to no dther end , burto the pfeſervation of Rels- 
wk and mymerance of the Kings Autharitie. To yout 
roars, (whictr ye ſertite 76. propoue, father 76 bee 
Saerer ro us, \' than for SatirfaBHiorto your ſelves Wee an- 
fwwcre once ado nary Thar if this were the. 6p: 
portunititir of thyr Di ararics , wor thallbe found. th.te 


ACE 
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axking o. Autheritie,, of that Which the ward: of 
c, En af nature, and: Nations, the 4#5: of Pare 
heme , theſe Reyaliſts, found Divirer, and, Loyal! Swbjeits, 
give unto; Kings. and Princes .» . GODS. Yice-Gereats 00 
Eirth; and tha nor from Teſpe& tow; felycs but.to the 
Ordinance of GOD, by whom Kings reigae. Bur-ſccing 
ofc,, nd Io biftanclie,, you. profile us in this pyint , yee 
rce us mutyallic to propone. eo You ſuch Queſtions , as 
it. may bg ye Will have no.great delginrapplycre: 4, We 
gehire Ig. d of yqu,, Wherher yealloyy , ; or difal- 
we is ervice vole , and-pooke of Canons? lf yediſlallow 
then, as an, Inyowetion of Religion , why have ye not cither 
joined in S jon withthe. reſt of the! Kingdome , or 
fade a cation of yo! WARE, a-againſt them , or ſome 
other way, t«ſtihed your Diflte? Next , Whether ir. be 
tinenc for mtn-of your Lace ahd Qualitie, ta move 
weſtions of State touching 7 he power of Princes , and Li« 
berties of Subjetts after his Majeſtie Commuſſioner» ang wile 
Starer-men, have reccaved Sitiifattion ot the Subjetts ; tor 
ſnpprefling ſuch' motions as yours:; 3. Whether doc the 
Swbſariberr more tender his Majefties Honour, by luppo- 
fang his conſtancie , in Profeſſion of Relcgion, an4 equitable 
Diſpoſition , in miniſtration of fuſtice; or ye, who ſuppoſe 
hce- ſhall fall upon his Religzous and Loyall Saubjetts , with 
force of Armcs conrraric to both? 4. Whether the joy- 
ning of the whole Kingdome , in the Swhſcription.of the 
Covenant, or the engerraining of- Diviſion, by your Wry- 
bg, Preaching, and Threatnjng of your people , otherwiſe 
willing to joine , Y, a more readic Meare to ſelec the 
preſent Commetions of the Kirke, an 1 Kingdome? 5. If the 
Prelates, and their Followers, labouring to introduce Poperie 
In the Land, make a Fafion by themiclyes , or as the Gui» 
in Fraxe, did abuſe his Majeſties name, in execution 

of the bloodie Decrees of Trent, (which G O D forbide ) 
we alke, Whether in ſuch a Ceſe, the lawfull defence of 
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reſiſting of che , and a # 
Ki clini ta is not hiſto rake | 
pz Þ | cok Tm owne ends, 
wealth of the Kirke,/ and Kingdome' 
King? If ye ay fiot/ — figde\ 
reſtation , of Defending Reign; Liberties ,' and 'Lipet of 
the Kingdome , MT; Kings Anthboritie ; in defence thereof » 
' zl everie one of © 9 of another, and inthat cauſe, as if iewers 
an unlawfull Combination agginR Authorttie?- 6. Whether'do 
_ _ Chriftian Magiſtrates to be of fo abſolute and win 
wer, notwithRanding of any Promiſe or Paltion 
— with the Subjef+ ar their: Coronation, or of any: 
made for eſtabliſhing their and Liberties that: 
is nothing left, bur (uffering & Aarindane, inthe caſe of 
publick Invaſion, of their and Libertics? If yee 
thinke that any Defence is lawwuatl, why miſconſtrue yee the 
Subſcribers of the Covenent? If not ,, how can yee bee. free 
of Flatterie, and of ſtircing..up\ Princes againſt cheir loyal " 
Subjects, for ſuck. ends as. -_ ſelves know belt? \Wee'ves 
rily believe, that yce ſhall: reape ſmall thanks, cither of fo 
yoo and juſt a King, or of ſo:duetifull Subjects, for: emer« 
ing within theſe Laſts, -. It is enough,zhat-fuch Guetions 
bee agitated in the (Ghooley andchat with. as grerrgradew! | 
cie, and as circumſpeRly as mayibee. +/+ 


To. ibs tenth, ; . 
Þ* Yee take us in our fourth Replye to bee the penr 
ners of the Covenant, Ang ) yer, will cather weeſd;the 
words of it to your owne., meaning; than receave; the  Jurer- 
pretation thereof from us; ſows prejudg.not yeurliber- 
tie of Fopception, of that Short, ffieds OUT yErmiy iT 40 
your TYeps whatſoey fm, eps aye mealing %f 
lome v ho have /#4/7 ed; yer, the; Late 
t 
ft 
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I \n{weres. 
ens of them,  withayg prejudice, notwich= 
qns Oath, according to your qwne grounds, . 
44 x6 have done at the 4ſemblix. of Prarth, 2. We 
rence i of tlic eſtate; of the Kirke , 


w__ 4 iD thinke you 
wee le Ko To 


Ip nnd deli gned by you , be- 
D k; and rd af Pearth , et can bee 
to.the the Zipertia and Bitte of the 


” Ts the Eleventh. 


Pit. 1 yoe kigde faule with'us, that we have-nqt npon 
given, you that 'teſtimonie which we 
awe'rs nn, ſing the Tyeth; and 
therefore , to fupplic our defc hoe taken an ample 
Tel tne to your tehves, of pains in Dung, in Wry- 
». nd Freulhs ng again Fopery , Im proceſſing of Papiftes , 

& + al  whitls; rar bet 8x Sorted from the meſs 
zraloas. of proers-23 .GOD, of bn humbling your fon 
befiws Hitn , of your bolineſfe of | Life , and Converſition, &c. 
which have mage us who were delirous to h:are that Te- 
Hiuate), rathcr at che mowthes of orders, that we might 
beo'no more. chatkuged as deficient is thar- kinde > but 
give unto you your deferved praiſe , to inquire in mat- 
ters 3 whereupon » if we would belcive the report of 
—_ wee heare» that forall your paines , Papiſtes, and 
Perfine Popiſhti aftedted,' are, multiplied » and Papittrie 
GR in your towns more than in any other town 
of the Kingdom; aid bo teffe under your Miniſttie, than 
any time beforg,, finco the Reformation, that there bee in 
private houſes-* > Orgcifixes , and other- mgnuments 

of Tdelarrie; "thier Telave nbt. converts from 

wc wn jp "md Bkefts; are couritetianced there; t 
le at home , andyour rg of yu abroad, _ 


ene hark are but coo, ſpar 
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This we axe ſpating to believe , and wiſh , thatthe got 
imploying' of your rargues , and Pennes » in defence of 
the S&rvice and Canons, which are fo peſtced with 
Poperie » ( if the (eds of Romiſh Herefie, Superſtition, 1ds- 
latrie , wad Papoll tyrannie , come uader that cenſure ) and 
your willinggefle to joine with the Kinks and Kingdare » 
io Faſting and Humiliation , had becne alſo Teſtineonies of 
your. Gaceritic agaialt Poperze. - 2.. The laudable meancs 
of Preaching, Preying» Sc. which wee wiſh may bee ſtill 
m all fairhtulnelle uſed by you , may vere, well 

wich the rengzwing of our Compart with God , and both 
being joined, have , in a ſhocttime paſts praduced mare 
powerfull eft;&s, to the comfort of many thoulaudes, 
than all our Projers and Preaching hath- done far » long 
time before ; which teſtific » 'Thats 85-ig is warranged by 
the Word of GOD, fo the motion hath proceeded frgm 
GOD. All the d4rgwnents and Swbtrilties can be devi- 
ſed , will never make a People, (who at this time have 
fayud GOD dwcliing , and workiag in theis' heazes } 40 
thinke the contracic. 3. The natural} inclination of people 
to Poperic, and the periwaſion of orhers, of their diipoli- 

tion , may make the people to conceave other Waycs of 
the Service booke , and Canons, that ere ic be long they may 
be brought.in , i faire and legal! wa : and therefore, jitis 
necellaric , for preventing ot thoſe, and other Evils of 
that kinde, that the Subje#s joinc in a Covenant , both for 
themſelves and their Poſteritic, 


| To the twelfth, 
PÞ== We have ever preached according to our mea- 
ſure , and have given example of Reverence to Authort- 
tie , and the LORDS Service : but we neither acknows+ 
ledge the »ſinped autboritie of Prelates , for, LaWfall Av 
theritie » nor the Service booke » for the LORDS Ser 
vice , And therefare, it was ſo much che more int c 


for the Preletes, withous Auchatitie fromthe Kirke , or 
| | Parliament 
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30 Anfſweres. 
Parliament , to'bring in the-Service booke into GOD $ 
owne Houſe ,' upon the- LORDS own Day.” Which ma+ 
keth it nothing ftrenge,rhat people zealous of the-Tracth, 
and of the S&ruice of GOD, were ſtirred up, to oppoſe: and 
we are yery confident, that theſe: who oppoſed z 'doe 
beare as loyall refpetto thi Kings Majeſtic 'and will bee 
as loath to. provoke: him to juſt wrath , as their Oppoſites 
are. Inthe meane time + why doc yee not  acdeviadge ; 
that the children were higher provoked to writh , by the 
Prelates , ' whom "ye account Reverend and Holy " Father 
2. Asthe preſervation of our owne private Poſſeſſon, from 
Inveſion of others, belongeth to our ſelves, under the 
Kings Proteffjon, fo the keeping of GODS Houle, from 
P and iow, belongeth to 4ntboritie, to the 
Communitie of the Faithfull, ms toevery onein his own 
Place, and Order. - 3- Wetolde you before, That we did no 
more allow Fielenes of that kinde, nor we did allow the 
foule Aſperfrons of Rebellion, Heveſie , 'Schiſme, and Perjurie, 
put upon the Noble-men, (and remnant Covenanters,) And 
where ye aske of -us , -Why theſe Twnulss are nor publick- 
lie by us condemned , and-rebuked? Wee aske againe of 
you, why ye did not condemne and rebuke ſuch dealing , 
fince that is no leſſe Troygreſfion , both againſt the ſixt and 
ninth Command , than 64 ather is agamlt the for? And 
whereas ye are-now {o- peremtorie., in drawing a Derla« 
ration from us , anſwerable tothat whichrye have given 
concerning the forſgid Aperfrons and Calumnier , wee 
having no Commiſſion, . to d«dlare-the mindes of others 
In this point , or to give Datwnents , for our owne private 
podgrment; doe heartilie diſſillow every Wrong of thar 
inde. "As for the Apologie of DoQor, John Forbes of 
op the W/ eng bak! beene done not uhto ſorhe 
wear perſons, & Such as yela baychetne wronged 
ke he people ; but unto the body of tlic Kino 
dome, conſfing' (v oO men, Baronir; &c. who are high- 
ic aft Y > it were in" us Heenption; and 


uw 
' without 


Anſweres. 3t& 
withour the bounds of our Calling, to take us to 1s 
Crave. any Declaretion of that. kinuc, eſpecially wherein ſo 
raany thipgs are reprovable;as firſt, That his biner ſpeaches 
were occalioned by lome pruned booksaftuming that Epi- 
e, and Pearth articles, were antichriſtian and abomina- 
ble: Suppoling ic were true, did hee think the Ngblemen, 
and whole Covenanters, to bee the Authors of thoic books? 
And was this dealing agrecable to thar Clriſtian meekneſſe (o 
much required of us before?. The. writers of thoſe printed 
books arc» not the fi. ſt who have ſpoken. ſo: For after 
Knox (paxed not, (in a letter of his) to call this Kaceling, 4 
diabolicall invention. Sccondly, The ſwearing of forbearance of 
the prattiſe of Pearth Articles, and the, Confirmation of the fard 
Dott rine, which wee neither deny, nor aftirme, ro bee in 
ported in the old Covenant, but only in. the Interpretation 
thereof; wee declare, That Promiſe 18 only made to forbear 
fer « time, doeth not deſerve fo bitter a Grfure, as this Aps> 
logie bearcth upon us. 3- If the Kings Mjeſtie, Comntll, 
or the Subjetts of Sotland, had asked his. Opinien and Advice, 
hee might have uſed the greater libentie. 4.; It isill apo 
logizcd, tO call it A holy indignation, and worſe defended, 
fince it is fuch a wrath, as workcth not the righteouſmſſe of 
GOD. 5. Whereas hee delireth to bee accoumed in the 
number of theſe, qui proficiend» ſcribunt, & ſcribendo preficiunt, 
wee could wiſh, that hee had profited better by wryting , 
than he hath done by wryting his Irenicum ficſtand nowthis 
his Warziag after his Ireniann: for which if hee make no 
better Apologie, than conkfling Aſeritie of words, procee= 
ding from an holy indignation, it wilkcome to palle of his 
Apologie, as it fared with his Irenjcam, unto which was appli- 
ed ficly, whar was ſpokenin the like caſe, | 


Hut fabrum forceps, aut ar: iqnara fefellit, | * 
"Erpyrer volutt cudere, cudit $17 | 

6. Whereas yee deſire us to doe the like, if yee mcane of 

us perſonally , .Wee have declared our judgement » = 
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32 Amnfveres, 
ſhall be carefull to 4 our ſelves ro God, ad the ears 
ſciences of all men, in every ſuch duetic: and if- yee meane 
us, and thoſe that ſent us , wee ſhall not faile ro report un- 
to them what yee deſire, although our Commiſſton from 
you had beene the more acceptable, if yee had ſpoken more 
reverently of our Confeſſion ard Covenant, than yee have 
beene pleaſed to doe, in the words of your defire, and had 

ut your hand unto the Covenant, which would preſently 
weak zjoyned us in a greater 4ffe#ion, and made way for uni- 
on in judgement, and perfe& peace, which js the deſire of 
our ſouls, 


To the thirtcensh. 
Þ> prerended a threefold Scandell, which ſhould fol- 
low upon your Sſcription: Firſt, The Scandall of Diſſen- 
ting from other reformed Kirkes, and famous Divines. 
2: The $candall of Difſenting from Autboritie, 3, The 
perjurte. Wee anſwered, That the contraverred 
ords of the Covenant being rightly conceaved, and inter- 
preted according to their truc meaning, and not afcer the 
gloſſe which yee have put upon them, doe put you out of 
danger of all the three Sand:ils, which yee ſeeme to ac- 
knowledge of the firſt two, and may by the like feaſon ac- 
knowledge of the third, of Perjwrie. Wee diſpute not of 
the lawfplneſſe of the Oath, given at your Admiſſion, by 
what Authoririe it was exacted, with whar conſciencerit was 
given, nor how yee can anfwere for the Srandall riſen thers- 
upon: but concexving it accoiding to yoar grounds, none 
of you will fay, that yee have fworn the perpetaell Approbati- 
on and Prattiſe of theſe things, which yee 5 fm to bee in- 
different , whatfoever bad confequent of Poperie, Idblatrie, 
Superſtition, or Scandall ſhould follow thereupon': Wee 
ſpeake here only of things aadfſeventy im-your owne.. judge - 
ment; for yce have declared befare, tha yee ghink the Mi- 
iſtration of the Sacrament in private places no more indiffe- 
*Fent: and therefore can nor forbeare the praftiſe of theſt, al- 
thouph your orvitnrie, atid other lawfalf S1perlowrs, ſhoutd 
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will youto doe Sy Whereis Outed nit Ge vidth 
Sand is wronged by you two wayes. I. yee differ 
in judgement from them , [about the Iulfrende of the 
five Article: : andnext , that at the will of your Ondineris , 
and wee know not -what other lawfull Serie: , yeg 
are readic to forbeace the praftiſe of theſe things which 
the 4ſemblie hath appointed to bee obſerved. What 
Oathes yee have given at your Admiffſien , we know not 
becauſc there is no Ordinance ade, Civill, or Bedeftaitichs « 
appointing any ſuch Oath; and becauſe the Breleter , wha 
arrogatcd that power » preſented to the intrants diverſe 
models of Article: , to be ſubſcribed . NI ſome 
more hardlic , and with others more fay i + ACcar- 
ding to their owne diverſe motives , and conſliderationes 
For ſome immediatlic after Pearth Aſſemblie , without 
any warrand from the Kirke or, Parliament » were, made 
to ſweare at their Admiffien that they ſhould hoth in pris 
vate and publicke maintaine Epiſcopal Furiſdittion . apd in 
their privato and publicke prayers .. commend the Preſates 
to Gods mercifull Protedian ; that they; ſhould, ſubje& 
themſelves to the orders that preſentlic were inthe kirke, 
or by the conſent of the aid Kirk, ſhould be lawfully,cita» 
bliſhed, The word lawfullie, wasnotin,the. Princi 

ſubſcribed, (as we havelcarncd) and if it had beene <xpreſt, 
iris all one, for the Superiore. were: judges to thi? hfwineſſe- 
and wnlaWwfulzeſſe, We will not. labour tg, recapdile- every 
Oath given by Miniſters, at their entrig with, the -preſenc 
Ca venazt; but with, an.| cxhort rather, that they/may,oe re- 
called, and repented of , as thinges fog-whichthey.can not 
an{were before a Generall Aſſemble, | 


To the fourtenth, 


F the wordes of the Covenant bee plain, GQAGEITVER th® 
meere forberarce, and ſpeake nochung of the wplatofuineſſes 
no mans thoughts 'can makea. 


| chango., -a--;By,this. Apy 
ye wrong your {c(veg, afarging frognbe wotltal he © 
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wenunt,. and drawing 
owne way, to hinder your Subſet 
ſeribew, inchanging the ſtate of the wk. , di in ma-- 

n <<vore berween Regen «igion and the he Kings Antboritie ; 
"which the Covenar joinceth rogether, hand-in-hand : 'and , 
moſt of all, ye-wrong the Kings Majeſtie,'in bringing him 
before his &jetts,in whoſe mindes ye wold 


the 
begerandborede, Suſpicians, of oppoſing the Trueth,of making 


— ; and of dealang with bis ſubjetr, —_ 
ore /ox.wnSany Arms 0 Po the or at bu Cor 

IF Wearenothere ſeeking imſatie xproovyrr or Har 
Cn or of the ſmalleſt diſloyalty of affettion, 

nk willinglic decline that for the preſent , which 
neirher his Kory”, wiſdome, nor the prudence of State ;- 
mes, 'tor the» modeſtic of good» Subjettr, will allow you or 
us to diſpute, -The Crowns and Septers of kings, would be 
more- tenderlie touched , than the ordinarie ſubjects of 
Sthoole diſputes, T he naked , and bare proppfall of 
certaine Suppoſitzenr, fuch (as ſome are made by you) cannot 
but reflex upon 4«#boritie, and ſound harſh inthe cares of 
all his Majcſties good ſubjes, who wiſh, that he may long 
and proſperonſl rei over ws. 3. His Majeſties moſt honon- 
fable Privie Trnel, hath proven act feats ro this 
cauſe of mai the Reformed Religion, than many Pa- 
Pn by.reaion of oh Place vs Calling, it beleemed 
ocbctore others,& although according to their wonted 
me, they gave W&rrand, to make his Majeſtics Procla- 
mation, yet on good groundes, remonſtrated unto them 
by the Swplicants , bs willingtic refuſed their Appra- 
bation thereof, hoping that his Majeſtic ſhould be moved to 
on greater atisfaCtion thereafter : and this is not our 
faying , but a publicke doing, before many honorable wit- 
£44 of which ood | forme were direftcd unto you, 
whoſe report ye have no reaſon to call in queſtion, 3. It 
Gecommerk us,to judge chariubly of the /ntentions of our 
 Spmlenrand maſt of ll, of the Znttdns of our dread 86 


thunbling blokes i in yout 
cmwos wrong the Sube 
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Yeiſthat holdgood which have 
offred to ptove, 'that the Service books, and Canon containe 
s reell innovation of Religion, we muſt judge otherwiſe , de 
conditions operis, of the matters tontained in the books, than de 
intentione vperant is, of bis Miajeſties intention;although the #n- 
e##9d1 of the Prelat;,and their Aſoriatesthe Augbors and) Con- 
trivert of the Books, be moſt juſtly ſuſpeRed'by us. 5. Itis 
nodelightto' us, arid can be but ſmall comforrto you, to 
mentionthe Wong/, which by you are -doneto us all who 
have joined jn this Covenant, and do adhere to the Religion 
as it was Teformed in this Land ; in your eſtimation and 
wthitings, we mw rebellious, perjuved, heretichs, ——__— 
blinde guides, ſeducers, miſerable mt s , Sproranits; (hal 

ſuch Zen as theſe be your Row Bevibens Is this'yorir 
meekneſſe ane chritie? 1s this the duetie ye expedt from us? 
But ſetting theſe aſide, ye have wronged us, in With: hol- 
ding your hand and helpe from ſo good a Caſe, of yirgih 

Religion & reforming the Kirk, och {o' many rolls ths 
ſer , and” oppoling all thoſe who have 'modeMli& Taba 
red for Reformation. Y our ſpeaches in private;in yourchatn- 
b:1s bedsof fickneſle and in your miffivesand jn publick.ar 
tables, and in Hnods, which are come to-our knowledge : 
we with rather ſhould be remembred, and repented of, by 
your felves,; than be recited by us,'who defire norto worke 
you any trouble. 6. Although there be a perpetmall barmonie 
between the Word and the Works of GOD, farre contrarie to 
that which we finde ro be amongſt the children of men, 
yet oftenit commerh to pale, that the-Word and Warnings 
of GOD, which we heare with otreates, are not belr- 
ved, till we behold with our eyes - the plane Commentaries 
thereof, in his Works. Many Proof, and notable Documents, 
have beenc obſerved of the Finger of 'GOD, in the Wore 
in hand, the Charatfer of 'the great Works of GODS, 
more than ordinaric Providence ; fince the beginning , are 
legible here. Then' dt the LORD be n this work, when 
the Adverſaris was taifes to a great tight, and become jn-, 

tollersblie 
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a inſolent, The begininges were itwall; rand. ln-cHe wo 
cycs of: the world, contemprible, ſnch as uſe to be the be- { q ; 
£ s. not. of the works of men, but of the. megnifich. | 
works of GOD; the power of GOD ſeniible inthe hearts 
.of many, and manifeſted byche joy; the teares and cryes 
_of many thoulands, at the ſolenme renewing of this. Covenant « 
. hath beene a matter of admiration and ametements NEVET to 
be forgotten »-to many wiſe and ancient Poſters, and Pro- 
feſſors, whe did allo finde an unwonted. flame, warming 
their owne breaſts; the plots, and workings of the Adverſarie , 
. have wrought againſt their awne Projets, and have ferved 
for our endes , more thanall that have beene. thought, or 
done by our ſelves, that we may juſtly ſay , what they. de- 
viſed, for evill,, the. LORD hath turned to good ; many 
« thouſands. conveened , diverſe: times, in one place, have 
beene kept in ſuch order and quictnes, withou: the ſmalleſt 
 crouble in ſuch ſobernefle and temperance, without cxcelle 
. or riot, that hardly can Hiftorie furniſh a Paralell: and what 
efftets there bee alreadic throughout the Lend, of Pietie 
in Domeſtick worſhip, in ob rving the exerciſes of religion in 
. publick, of ſoberneſſe in diet and apparel, and of righteouſneſſs 
and concord, wee. truſt ſhall bee ſenſible by: the Pleſſmgs of 
GOD upon. us, and ſhall bee exemplaric to the, Poſteritie, 
Theſe wee preſent wnto you,and unto all, as a Conments- 
rie, written by che Log vs owne hand: wiſhing againe, that - 
neither yee nor others bee found fighting againſt GOD. Who 
ſo s Wiſe, and will of ſerve theſe things, even they ſpall underſtand 
tbe loving kindneſſe of the LORD. Plal. 107, 43. LORD, When 
thy band is lifted up, they Will net ſee; but they ſhall ſees and bee. 
afbamed, for their envie «t the people, Iaiah 26. 11, 
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